1102-258 Lisgar St., 
: Ottawa. K2P 0C9 
Your Excellency Madam Jeanne Sauve, 
Governor-General of Canada, 
Government House, 


Av dHigry 


16 November 1986 


Your Excellency, 
Please forgive this additional burden on your already precious time. 


The subject involves deaths to Canadians, five to my own immediate 
knowledge, and other effects ranging from mild discomfort to total 


disability; those so affected and diagnosed number in the thousands. 


The victims have a condition known in Ontario as environmental 
hypersensivity; it goes by a variety of other names across the 
country - ecological illness, twentieth century disease, 

environmental illness, and so on. Some doctors have mistakenly 


confused the disorder with allergy, 


Most of the deaths are suicides of people with physically induced 
depression (from the illness) who become further discouraged by 
bigotry directed at them because the illness is not widely 
understood. (A provincial commission in Ontario recommended 


retraining for doctors.) 


The same provincial commission, set up by the Hon. Mr. Keith 
Norton, made thirty recommendations as what the provincial 
government should do. Their report notes that victims have a number 


of special needs which should be met by various provincial 
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ministries, including health, social services, environment, and 

housing. We have found that these ministries, while they have not 
as yet had time to develop ongoing policy, seem to be beginning to 
do what they can to deal with the problems raised in discretionary 


ways, while waiting for policy development. 


Some federal cabinet members have also expressed concern about 
issues raised hy the condition, some even having taken the step of 
establishing discretionary ways of delivering the services of 


federal government programs to those severely affected. 


Ministers and former ministers of the current federal government who 
have expressed concern or are helping include Mr. David Crombie, 
while Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs, and as Minister 
Responsible for the Status of Disabled Persons, Mr. Michel Cote, 
while Minister of Consumer and Corporate Affairs, Mr. Gary Gurbin, 
while Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the Environment, 
Mr. Paul Dick, Associate Minister of Defense, Ms Flora MacDonald, 
while minister of Employment and Immigration, and as Minister of 
Communications, Mr. Joe Clark, former Prime Minister and Secretary 
of State for External Affairs, and Ms Monique Vezina, as Minister 


Responsible for Statistics Canada. 
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Conspicuous by his absence is Health and Welfare Minister Mr. Jake 
Epp, despite suggestions he look into the matter from several of his 
cabinet colleagues, despite the fact that doctors in his department 
have said they are familiar with and even treat people with the 
condition, despite the deaths, disability, and resulting suffering 
of thousands of Canadians, and despite the resulting huge economic 


cost. 


I have been trying to get the government to stop this death and 
disability for two years now. It has only been after exhausting 
what democratic approaches exist below an appeal to yourself that I 
make this approach. It is only because of the extreme suffering 
involved that I feel any intervention by yourself might be asked 


for. 


Because Mr. Epp has, for the past two years, written letters which 
show he does not believe in the existence of this phenomenon, 

despite the suffering, studies, and appeals mentioned above, we can 
only assume he has some deeply ingrained opposition to the concepts 
involved in arriving at an understanding. Mr. Epp has even gone as 
far as misrepresenting the position of the CMA in defending his lack 


of action, 
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In our search to figure out just what's holding Mr. Epp back, we 
discovered what may be a significant factor. I would ask that you 
consider the following, and then offer your advice as to how an 
apparent conflict might be dealt with, or at least be shown not to 


be contributing to Mr. Epp's apparent prejudice. 


Environmental hypersensitivity is a condition where the environment 
affects individuals, some more than others. Some people have died, 
others have had children with birth defects, others have become so 
hopelessly disabled that. for them, the idea of having children and 


raising them seems impossible. 


In other words, environmental hypersensivity is a process of natural 
selection, or evolution, in action. A changing environment is 
affecting who will survive. In our research to determine just what 
Mr. Epp's hangup is in coming to terms with the condition we note 
that he is a member of an evangelical faith which believes in 


creation, and expressedly denies the fact of evolution. 


I have a very open mind about what others may believe in, as long as 
they don't foist their beliefs on others. For instance, probably 
like most Canadians, I would have no problem with a Jehovah's 
Witness becoming Minister of Health, as long as blood transfusions 
were not banned. However, if a Minister's religious beliefs were 
manifest in the performance of his job, resulting in death and 


disability to Canadians, I would be extremely concerned. 
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We cannot be sure Mr. Epp's religious beliefs are clouding his 
perception on this issue, or that they are preventing him from 
acting. However we do know he is a devotee of a church which 
espouses its beliefs to others, that it is, in fact, evangelical. 

We know that Mr. Epp is son of an evangelical preacher, and that he 


chose the daughter of another evangelical minister as his wife. 


Considering the fact that Mr. Epp has made clear indication that he 
is biased on the issue of environmental hypersensitivity, the 
understanding of which requires a contradiction of the expressed 

and evangelized beliefs of his church, his father, and his father in 
law, considering the death, disablity and suffering, and considering 
his lack of response to the appeals of his colleagues, would it not 
be appropriate to take steps to ensure that he is not confusing his 


religious beliefs with the performance of his responsibilities? 


Sincerely, 


ayvandne 


Chris Brown 
(613) 237 0928 


